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Connaught Medical Research Laboratories.—The Connaught Medical Research 
Laboratories, University of Toronto, were established for the advancement of preventive 
medicine and public health through research and through the preparation of biological 
and other products essential in prevention or treatment of certain diseases. The Labora­
tories render a medical public service to all the provinces of Canada and, to an extent, 
to countries abroad. This service was initiated when the preparation of diphtheria anti­
toxin was undertaken in the Department of Hygiene at the University in an effort to reduce 
the toll of deaths from diphtheria in Canada. At the same time the Department initiated 
investigations into this and other diseases. Since then, research activities have constantly 
expanded and today more than seventy studies are being conducted in the Laboratories. 

The research program of the Laboratories concerns the broad field of preventive medi­
cine. By including the study of certain animal diseases, particularly those which are 
transmissible to man, and through preparation of related products, the Laboratories are 
serving both the medical and veterinary professions. 

The research projects are extensive and include studies of bacterial and virus diseases, 
investigations in immunology, epidemiology, physiology, biochemistry, and in other fields 

^related to preventive medicine. These undertakings are maintained in part through the 
distribution of products, the furnishing of which constitutes an important public health 
service. 

Important to the advancement of public health is the assistance rendered by the 
Laboratories in the postgraduate teaching of medical officers of health, nurses, dentists, 
veterinarians, and other professional personnel. From the inception of the Laboratories 
in 1914, members of the staff have been closely associated with postgraduate teaching in 
public health. In 1924, through the beneficence of the Rockefeller Foundation and with 
the co-operation of the Government of the Province of Ontario, the School of Hygiene 
was established. This provided greatly enlarged teaching facilities and also extended 
the participation of the Connaught Medical Research Laboratories in the work of training 
public health leaders. 

On the University campus the College Division of the Connaught Medical Research 
Laboratories and the School of Hygiene share one building, permitting of joint use of 
research and laboratory facilities of the two institutions, and promoting a close and 
mutually advantageous relationship. Here also the production of insulin and other 
glandular products is undertaken. 

On Spadina Crescent in Toronto, the Spadina Division of the Laboratories provides 
accommodation for much important work including the production of penicillin and 
research in the field of antibiotics. Additional facilities are provided near Toronto at 
the Dufferin Division and include a 145 acre farm property with modern laboratory 
buildings and quarters for animals. 

Through the organization of the Western Division in the University of British Colum­
bia the Connaught Medical Research Laboratories have shared in the development of an 
important program of research in preventive medicine on the Pacific Coast. 

Thus for over forty years the Connaught Medical Research Laboratories, with the 
co-operation of the medical profession and the official public health authorities, have 
contributed in steadily increasing measure to the advancement of research and public 
health in Canada. 

Industrial Research.—The industrial research picture in Canada is changing very 
rapidly. In the past, industry in general was largely unaware of the value of research to 
its own development and to that of the country, partly because many Canadian companies 
were subsidiaries of companies in the United Kingdom and the United States and partly 
because small companies found it impossible to finance their own research. The problem 
was accentuated by the vast size of the country, the absence of concentration of similar 
industries and the proximity to the relatively large research facilities of the United 
States. 
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